
 

 

Dear parents/carer,  

I am writing to inform you of a change to the way we are going to 
be conducting spellings in year 1. 

As a school we are always monitoring and evaluating the strategies 

we have in place to support children’s learning and it is through this 
process that we have identified an area for improvement.  

To date, the spellings sent home have been phonics based with some 
High Frequency Words (red words) at the end. Although this is 

impacting on the children’s writing positively, we continually practise 
these types of words during our daily phonics sessions.  

Therefore, it will be more beneficial for your child to be focusing on 
the 100 High Frequency Words (HFW) as spellings and phonetic words 
during phonics.  

Your child will have a copy of the 100 HFW in the back of their 
orange home journal. As your child learns each word, it will be 
highlighted on the sheet. This process will mean that we will not 
deliver a whole class spelling test and your child will be tested 

individually on the words they have been practising. Each week they 
will get the next 3-5 words from their sheet and if they get any 
incorrect during the test, it will transfer onto the next week for them to 
continue to practise.  

Ultimately the application of the words they are learning is the primary 

outcome, rather than getting 100% every week during the test. 
Therefore, during the test, your child will be asked to write one or two 
of their words in context in a sentence. This will assess whether they 



 

 

can apply the spelling alongside their non-negotiables for writing. It 
would be helpful to ask your child to do this at home when they are 
practising.  

A copy of the HFWs that they have correct will also be stuck in their 
Literacy book. When marking your child’s writing I will be 
continuously checking to ensure they are spelling them correctly in their 
writing. If your child is not applying their spellings in their writing, 
the word will be given to learn again the following week. I hope that 

this will encourage the children to transfer their skills rather than 
learning their spellings for the sake of learning them.  

I hope that by making this change to spellings in year 1 the children 
will become much more confident with their HFWs and will continue to 
positively impact on their writing and reading.  

If you have any questions about this please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  

Thank you 

Miss Waterhouse 

 


