
 

 

Thursday 16th January 2020 

Year 4 Curriculum Update 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year to you all and I hope you have all enjoyed the Christmas Break. I’m eager to get 
started with the spring term so that your child can continue to make the good progress that I’ve 
seen from them during the autumn term. 

Our first class text will be, Simon James’, Dear Greenpeace. The book will hopefully encourage 
the children to write letters highlighting their concerns about wildlife and the impact we are having 
on our environment. The author believes that the plight of the natural world is an issue that needs 
the voices of the young.  Once the children are fully engrossed and familiar with the book we will 
then produce some in-depth persuasive writing. Throughout our English, year 4 will be developing 
their reading, grammar, punctuation, spelling and writing skills. We will be concentrating on the 
curriculum guidelines of: 

• Extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 

• Using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 

• Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 

• Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 

• Using fronted adverbials 

• Using commas after fronted adverbials 

• Indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with singular and plural nouns 

• Using and punctuating direct speech 

Homework this term will remain the same. Your child will receive new spellings each week and the 
TT Rock Stars is a continuous challenge. We are currently very close to the bottom of the league 
in the TT Rock Stars standings in comparison to the other classes in the school. I am super 
competitive and struggle to face the shame of the staffroom when the results are released each 



 

 

week. Please encourage your child to log on if they are not doing so at the moment because there 
is a clear improvement shown in those who have. 

In Maths we will cover a range of topics focusing mainly on pupils’ reasoning and problem-solving 
skills and we will continue to improve our arithmetic skills through daily drilling. We have identified 
that a clear area for improvement is required in answering word problems especially questions 
involving multi-step and inverse operation calculations. We also need to improve our reasoning 
skills, in particular our ability to explain our thinking. 

The Maths topics this term will be: 

• Multiplication and Division 

• Measurement –Area 

• Fractions 

• Decimals 

Science will cover states of matter in the first half term and then moving on to Sound after 
February half term. Topic work will continue to intertwine with the English work and will cover  
Environmental issues also. 

PE sessions this term will be Mondays & Thursdays. We will also be continuing with our ‘Daily 
Mile’ running sessions every break time. We are by far the best class in the school at this, 
nobody in year 4 walks!  

Finally, I would just like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support in your    

child’s education here at Harden Primary. 

     Yours sincerely 

      Mr Hogg. 

 

 

 

 


