
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
      

Welcome to our December Newsletter! 
 COVID-19 
For further information on COVID symptoms and what to do, please visit the COVID-19 section   
of our website: https://harden.bradford.sch.uk/covid-19/  

 
Wellbeing 
We thought we’d share with you an amazing resource that was sent our way that you might find 
useful. https://www.treacle.me/ 

      
Meet our Governors 

Every month one of our lovely Governors will be contributing to our Newsletters, this month, 

December we hear from Shelley Price – Parent Governor for EYFS. 
 

It has been lovely working as a parent Governor since I was elected last 

year! It has been an eventful year for education but as early years’ 

governor I have been working closely with the early year’s team and it has 

been a pleasure to see the amazing curriculum on offer and how 

fantastically well all the children have settled into school life again! 

It has been great to hear from the staff, how wonderfully the new reception children have 

settled in to their new school, class and routine and great to hear that they are already 

making good progress. The children and staff have been working particularly hard to put 

together a virtual nativity with the rest of Key Stage 1 which I personally cannot wait to 

see! I always shed a happy tear watching the nativity and the children's excited faces, 

and I am sure this year will be no different even if virtually! It has also been great to see 

the communication taking place by keeping parents informed of the children's learning 

via the Tapestry app. It is lovely to hear that the children are having a fantastic first 

term, despite the current COVID situation, and have still had lots of wonderful 

experiences; including a walk around the village, birthday parties and Christmas 

celebrations! I look forward to a virtual tour from them in the new year and seeing where 

their adventure continues! From all the Governing team, we wish all staff, children and 

parents a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Upcoming Dates 

Friday 11th December – Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Dinner Day 

Monday 14th December – Birthday Celebration Afternoon 

Thursday 17th December – Last day of term – Christmas Party Day –Party Clothes 

~ ~ ~  

Tuesday 5th January – School Re-Opens 

 

 

December News 

https://harden.bradford.sch.uk/covid-19/
https://www.treacle.me/


PTFA Events 

The PTFA are working tirelessly to raise money to constantly improve our provision at school and 

they do an amazing job, we are currently saving for some more iPads and reading books. 
 

You can still purchase the Advent Walk Maps which are only £2 on ParentPay or from Harden 

Post Office, the map shows all the houses taking part in the event and wow some of them have 

really gone to town! 

Balloon Race – After the success of the virtual Halloween Balloon Race the PTFA are hosting 
another Balloon Race which launches on Christmas Day. Balloons are £3 each and purchased by 
clicking on this website https://ecoracing.co/  You can personalise your balloon on the website 
(choosing its name, colours, shape etc.) and once the race starts you can follow your balloon(s) 
online. National prizes are 1st £500, 2nd iPad and 10 x£10 book tokens. We will also give the 
Harden Primary race winner 10% of our profit from the race.  
 

Food Bank 
A huge THANK YOU to you all for the donations for the Food Bank, it is great to help those in 

need in these strange and difficult times. Please keep the donations coming in. Year 5 have been 

collecting pet food (in addition to human food) in tribute to Archie the school dog, to help those 

families who are struggling, to help stop pets ending up in shelters due to financial hardship, some 

people having to make the choice of feeding themselves or their beloved pet.   
  

  
 

Reception update 
Reception have been getting ready for Christmas. We have been busy filming the Nativity and we 

can’t wait to share it with you. Skippy the Elf brought us a tree so we have been decorating it along 

with decorating the classroom with decorations that the children have made at home.  

Reception have created a post office in the classroom so that they can write and send letters and 

Christmas cards to Santa and their friends.  

                              

https://ecoracing.co/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 update 

 In Maths Year 1 have been exploring shape. We have looked at 2D and 3D shape and enjoyed 

exploring our school to see what objects we could find that were both 2d and 3d shapes.      
     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We have also been working really hard to complete our independent challenges. We have been 

creating lists of places we can find using our class map and globe, we even found where 

Paddington lives! We have been finding number bonds to 10 using lots of resources as well as 

creating our own calculations and finally working hard to read and sound out words to complete 

our phonics tasks. 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 



Year 2 update 

In Year 2 we have made bottle rockets as part of our topic work. We began the unit of work with 

film canister rockets (some were more successful than others!)  

We have evaluated each other’s, designed and made our own in teams, ready to launch in the 

final week after our last launch date was postponed due to the snow fall last week! We had to work 

in groups and think about which ‘everyday materials’ would help to create a successful rocket.  

 

 
 

Year 3 update 

During science in Year 3 we have been looking at different skeletons in Animals including Humans 

topic. We have located and named different bones and then made ‘Bionic Hands’ to see how our 

hands move.  
 

      
 

In art we have used the different techniques used in quilling to create rainforest pictures. 
 

       

 



Year 4 update 

Year 4 have been learning about the Amazon rainforest this half term. They have been very 

interested in the animals that inhabit the different layers of the Amazon. The Class were very 

excited to get a visit from some exotic rainforest animals when William brought Hissy, the giant 

hissing cockroach and Sticky the stick insect into class. George also brought Bob the Giant African 

Land Snail to show the class. Both boys were able to give their expertise and the children then 

researched one of the animals in more depth to produce a piece of factual writing. 
 

     
The year 4 children have been learning about rap music and poetry in their lessons. With what 

they have learnt, they were able to write and perform a rap. The rap is called when Santa got 

stuck up the children and it is performed by the Harden Crew. 

Here it is: 

The word on the street is…….. 

With corona on the scene we’re not allowed to mingle, so we wrote this rap as a Christmas hit 

Single. 

We were on our way to the school Christingle, when we heard Santa’s sleigh bells begin to 

jingle. 

Chorus: Santa got stuck up the chimni, he needs to get to the gym dunt hi. Santa got stuck up 

the chimni, he needs to get to the gyn dunt hi. 

He came down from the north all the way to Harden, He parked his reindeer in Jarvis’s back 

garden. 

I think it must have been saint Nick, He wore a big red suit and a beard well thick.  

Chorus 

He came to spread some Christmas spirt, He had great big bag, who knows what’s in it? 

He landed on the roof top over there, delivering presents for girls and boys to share. 

Chorus 

Getting down the chimney was too tight a squeeze, He got soot up his nose and began to sneeze. 

Once he was stuck he started to shout, pleading with girls and boys to get him out. 

Chorus 

We all formed up as a rescue crew,  

We’ve got Emmie and Harley but to name a few. 

 

 

 

 



 Year 5 update 

Recently, in year 5 we have all been working hard at home to complete projects upon the 31 

largest countries around the world. We’ve been finding out lots of interesting facts about them 

such as: capital and major cities, climate, rivers and mountains as well as anything else that the 

children wished to share. There have been many brilliant presentations and I wish I could share 

photos of them all. However, here are a select few: 

 

          
 

Linked in to our current learning about South America, we have focused on the artwork of Brazilian 

artist Romero Britto. His work is popular throughout the world and involves using vibrant colourful 

designs. I’m sure you would agree that the work our pupils’ have created using his style is nothing 

short of amazing. 

       
 

Finally, to commemorate all the birthdays we’ve had in our class since September, we had a class 

party to celebrate them – needless to say everyone had a great time. Happy birthday to: Ella (S), 

Isabel, Harris, Jacob and Mrs Ashington. 
 

 



Year 6 update 
 

In music year 6 have been learning to read music and play a tune using the boom whackers. 

 

  
 

We had a lovely crafty birthday party afternoon designing and making our feature Christmas 

window display for the Advent Walk.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 

Year 6 have also been learning about ‘Light and Shadows’ in Science. In order to practically 

demonstrate how light travels in straight lines and reflects, they made periscopes 
 

          



A note from Richard the Rector 
The Church Christingle on Christmas Eve is one of our favourite services and we are really sad 

that we will not be able to gather in the churches for it this year. Instead we are going to have 

Christingle on Zoom at 4pm on Christmas Eve. We hope that you will still come along and join in 

the fun and the festive festivities! Please book a place by contacting Helen: 07788 848830, 

beneficehwcd@gmail.com 

We also have a “Pop up Nativity” on Zoom on Saturday 19 December at 4pm! Dress up as a 

character from the Nativity story and become part of the story! 

You can book places for that service too with Helen. 

Looking forward to seeing you for the Christmas Collective Worship! I have my Christmas Jumper 

and Santa hat ready!!! Keep Safe. Rev’d Richard 

 

Christmas Trees 
Don’t forget to visit Aireview Equestrian (over the tops to Keighley) for your real Christmas Tree. 

Paddy and his team are amazing and they donate a Christmas tree to school every year. Thank 

you for always supporting us Paddy. The tree always look fabulous in pride of place in the hall. 
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