
Curriculum Information         

Reception Spring 1  

Hello everyone, I hope you all had a lovely Christmas break. I am so excited to be back at school 

ready for the new year and new learning with Reception. We already have lots to look forward 

to, including mystery reader accompanied by a pet—please see more information below!   

During this first half of the Spring term our topic is Amazing Animals where we will explore 

animals form around our world focusing on Geography including map skills. In the second half 

term we will continue our Geography work exploring the topic “Come Outside” Where the 

children will explore and investigate their local area. This includes a trip to St Ives!  

We will continue to share your child's learning through Tapestry including their reading. Don’t 

forget we love to see your home learning and experiences too so anything your child wishes to 

share please pop it on Tapestry - the children love coming to the front and sharing their home 

news to their friends.  

Reception will continue their P.E days on a Tuesday and Thursday. Please ensure they come to 

school in their P.E kit on those days.  

Maths 

This half term the children will be exploring 

numbers to 20 including counting forwards and 

backwards, comparing using language; more, 

less and equal to. We will then be moving onto 

addition and subtraction using resources such as 

a number line to support our calculations.  

Throughout the home setting maths will occur 

naturally when playing board games, doing a 

jigsaws or even baking however there are a few 

things you can do to support school learning 

too. Including:  

• Counting forwards and backwards to  20.  

• Comparing numbers more/less 

• Discussing the time of day e.g. in the even-

ing we..  

• Write calculations incorrectly for your child 

to correct (They love being the teacher!) 

English 

To link with our topic “Amazing Animals” We 

will be focusing on 3 key texts completing 

written activities based on these. The children 

in Reception will be looking closely at 

sentence structure this term including capital 

letters, finger spaces and full stops.  

Book 1: The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson  

Book 2: Were going on a bear hunt by 

Michael Rosen  

Book 3: The Three little pigs (Fairytale 

classics)  

Throughout our writing the children will 

investigate how stories at written using key 

vocabulary to hook the reader in. They will 

also explore how we can change a key feature 

of the story using their own ideas.  

 



Phonics 

 
We will be continuing to use the Little Wandle phonics scheme. We have seen such progress with 
reading and writing which is fantastic. I’m sure you can agree the children are doing amazingly. 
This half term we will move onto phase 3 sounds with a focus on digraphs - 2 letters that make 1 
sound and trigraphs - 3 letters that make 1 sound. Your child will continue to also learn tricky 
words (words that you can’t sound out phonetically) We will continue to send home sound and 
word flashcards. Please practice these where possible with your child. I will update tapestry fort-
nightly with new words your child should be able to spell using their sounds.  

Topic 
 
Throughout our topic “Amazing Animals” we will be taking a geography focus looking at animals 
from around the world. We will also find out about animals and their habitats, how we can look 
after animals, the difference between wild animals and pets and life cycles. To support our 
learning we are introducing the return of “Mystery reader” where each parent has the 
opportunity to enter school covid permitted) to read the Reception class an end of the day story. 
To link with our topic we are allowing pets to enter school to read the story with you. Archie our 
school dog will be the first pet accompanied by Mrs Hutchinson but please see me to arrange a 
time and day best suited to you!  
 

ICT  

We have been focusing on math games on top marks, there are some great games on there that 

your child will be familiar with using and thoroughly enjoys.  This will help  to support your child's 

ICT skills with a link to maths.  www.topmarks.com  

 Expressive Arts and Design  
 
The children always have access to the design and craft areas but these will be complemented 

with different enhancements and focused activities. We will be making links to Art through our 

topic and creating Rousseau’s Tiger, animal prints, symmetrical butterflies. The children will also 

be Making lanterns, Chinese writing, puppet making, Chinese music and composition to fit with 

the celebration of Chinese New Year. 



Tapestry and Home Learning  

Reading - We recommend you read with your children every night whether that is them reading 
to you, or you reading to them. Encourage them to segment and blend when reading words. Now 
that we have learnt diagraphs (2 letters that make one sound e.g. ck) encourage them to look for 
the diagraph in the word to help them to segment. Ask questions about what they have read to 
check their comprehension and that they have understood it. Encourage them to answer ques-
tions with explanations rather than ‘because I think so’.  
 
Words—Practise quick recall of word cards and have a go at trying to spell these with magnetic 
letters or writing equipment. (If you need additional word packs or a pack of sounds to help con-
solidation please let us know)  
 
Tapestry  - Continue to upload to your child’s Tapestry. We value all contributions that go onto 
Tapestry, and love to share your contributions in class, thank you so much for all that has been 
shared on Tapestry so far I love to see it but also the children love to show it off to their friends in 
the class.  
 
In addition to these can we ask that you gather any extra contributions based around imaginative 
play, role play, story telling, creating stories with dolls and figures then we would love to see this. 
Developing the children’s own ideas and creativity is really important to us.  
 
If there is anything you would like to discuss in person please let us know and we can arrange a 
date and time. If you have any questions please feel free to catch me at drop off/pick up or email 
me and I will get back to you:  
reception@hardenprimaryacademy.co.uk  

PSHE 

What keeps me healthy? 

Pupils learn about eating well and about the importance of physical activity, sleep and rest 
Pupils learn about the people who help us to stay healthy and well and about basic health and 
hygiene routines 
  

Physical Development  

Gross Motor: We will be moving onto using 
some Apparatus in P.E this half term exploring 
how to do this safely concentrating on different 
ways of manipulating body movements. 
 
Fine Motor: Letter formation/handwriting focus 
on pencil grip. * Remember we are now 
teaching non cursive  

R.E 

Belonging  

Which groups do we belong to? Can we 

belong to more than one group? How do 

people know which group we belong to? 

(How we dress, behave, where we go)  

 


