April News
April Dates
5th – Y4 Parent Event
5th – Starlight Collection Bags
7th – PTFA Spring Fair
10th – School Choir to Schools Prom
12th – Easter Service – St Saviours Church @
9.15am & repeated again at 2pm

May Dates so far
1st – Rec, Y1 & Y2 – Blackpool Zoo Trip
2nd – Class Photograph Day
6th May – Bank Holiday
7th – Rec & Y1 Fluoride Varnish
8th – Y5 Forest School Day
w/c 13th – Y6 SATs week

12th – Last day of school

20th – 22nd – Y4 Whitby Residential

~~~

22nd – Y3 Forest School Day

th

29 – School re-opens

24th – Triathlon Event

If you would like to follow us on Twitter please
search for ‘Harden Primary School’. We will put
updates / school events on going forward.

Welcome to our April Newsletter
Please take note of the ‘Upcoming Dates’ above, we have tried to provide you with as much
notice as possible for the important things that you won’t want to miss!
New Governor
We are pleased to inform you that we have appointed a new parent governor; William
Pickles. Will has a child in Reception and is looking forward to representing parents on our
Local Advisory Board.
School Meals – Grab Bags
The school kitchen will be starting the Friday ‘Grab Bags’ a little earlier this year on 3 rd May. A
‘Grab Bag’ is a packed lunch bag that the children can sit outside and picnic with (should they
choose to) and contains the following:
 Sandwich
 Juice pot drink
 Veggie snacks or fruit
 A piece of bakery (flap jack) / ice cream tub / jelly tub

Book Recommendations
We are often asked to help recommend new books suitable for the different year groups, so
here are our top picks of this month! If you have any great ‘Reads’ come and see Mrs
Ruddock so we can share!
Recommended Read for 4+
Amazing, By Steve Antony
'Some children have cats. Some children have dogs. I have a
dragon.'
So begins the story of a little boy and his amazing pet.
Through gloriously larger-than-life illustrations, we see the
pair enjoying all sorts of activities – hide and seek with
friends, dancing, going to the library, playing basketball,
making music and raiding the fridge. Above all, Zibbo loves
going to birthday parties, although in a hilarious final scene
we see that he can prove a bit of a fire hazard when it comes
to blowing out the candles!

Recommended Read for 8+
Charlie Changes into a Chicken, by Sam Copeland

Charlie McGuffin seems like a normal school boy but, like we
all do, he has his worries. Except something strange happens
to Charlie at random times for no apparent reason: he
changes into animals.
Charlie feels quite lonely because at first, no one else seems
to believe him that this is going on, let alone tries to
understand why. Over the course of the book, Charlie aims to
overcome his difficulties and worries before the school play to
avoid any major embarrassments.
As soon as Charlie tells his friends, they want to try
everything they can to help him find out why it happens,
proving that anything is possible with a little help from your
friends.

Recommended Read 9+
A Pinch Of Magic, by Michelle Harrison

Betty Widdershins and her two sisters live with their badtempered Granny in the Poacher’s Pocket, a rowdy,
tumbledown inn on the dismal island of Crowstone.
Desperate for an adventure, Betty plans a secret outing to
neighbouring Marshfoot on her 13th birthday, but is furious
when Granny stops her. Granny then breaks the devastating
news that all Widdershins’ girls are trapped by an ancient
curse and if they ever leave Crowstone, they will die by the
following sunrise.
She softens the blow by showing them three magical
objects which have been passed down through generations:
an old bag that transports the bearer wherever they wish to
go, a mirror which shows the holder whatever they want to
see, and a set of Russian dolls containing the power of
invisibility. When Betty tries to use these objects to change
their fate, she inadvertently puts her sisters in grave danger.
In this darkly believable world of magic and myth, Betty is a
likeable, funny and feisty protagonist, full of courage and
determination. This riveting tale of witchcraft, love and
betrayal will have readers on the edge of their seats, as the
sisters race against time to try to break the curse.

Construction Club
Mrs Ruddock ran a Construction club for KS1 this month which involved them creating all
sorts of things. They thoroughly enjoyed this club and seemed to enjoy making water bridges
the most.

Reception
There’s been lots happening in the Reception classroom this month with a grrrrreat Pirate
Theme Day (sorry I couldn’t resist), Mauritius Topic Day and also Balance-Ability lessons.
Wow you guys have been very busy!

.

Year 1
Children in Year 1 have enjoyed a day out getting close to nature in St Ives, using their
Maths skills for measure throughout the day.
Their Topic Day was based on India and the Holi Festival which is a festival of colour. The
children enjoyed trying Indian food, participated in Bollywood dancing and the most exciting
part of all; throwing powdered paint at each other (Holi Festival). Such good fun!

Year 2
Brazil Topic Day. Year 2 have been finding out all about Brazil; where it is, the climate and
tasted some different fruits that are grown there. They watched the Rio Carnival, created their
own headdresses and played the samba drums. To finish off they created collages in the
style of Brazilian art, of the rain forest and a colourful parrot.

Year 3
Year 3 have been learning all about Italy for their Topic Day. Exchanging Italian phrases,
learning all about the country and making their own pizzas. Delicious!

Year 4
Year 4 have been learning all about New Zealand on their Topic Day. They had fun
learning about this amazing country, making Kiwi smoothies, learning hakka’s, designing
Maori face tattoos and much more.

The environment has been a hot subject in Year 4 this month. In groups they collected
rubbish from around the school grounds, then sorted the rubbush into biodegradable and
non-biodegradable materials. They used a Venn model using hoola hoops to sort out what
could and couldn’t be recycled.

Year 5
Year 5 have been looking at parachutes during science. First desiging their parachute and
then making them to then seeing which ones worked best and why, then concluding the
best design for a parachute - learning about air resistance.
Their Topic Day was the Caribbean which included a variety of fun activities from listening
to Caribbean music to tasting mango, coconut and tropical juice. They also produced some
fantastic tie-dye using different types of food as dye.

Year 6
On World Book Day, Year 6 visited Bradford College to meet various authors who told us
all about their books and their varied writing experiences. Also, some children were
fortunate enough to purchase signed copies of the books and have their pictures taken
with the author.

Japanese Topic Day - During our topic day the children worked well on a variety of
activities such as: Hokosai themed paintings, Shinto & Buddhism religions, preparing,
cooking and eating an authentic Japanese Noodle recipe. They also used the Japanese
alphabet artistically and further developed their fine motor skills by folding some intricate
origami designs too. Well done to all the children who worked well throughout the day the noodles were delicious!

West Yorkshire Youth Games - Wednesday 27th March @ Leeds Beckett University. Our
Year 6 Hockey team qualified for this prestigious event as the 3rd best team in Bradford.
On the day the competition was fierce and we didn't manage to qualify for the knockout
stages, however we didn't manage to sign off with a thumping 5-0 victory. Well done to
the team for their efforts throughout.

World Book Day & Bed Time Story Event
Here are some gorgeous pictures from World Book Day last month along with pictures
from the Bed Time Stories event and Year 5 reading stories to the Harden Pre-Schoolers.

Roots Club
"Reverend Suzy invites any children from Years 1-6 who would like to come and learn
more about the Bible, about Jesus and about living as a Christian today to come and join
the 'Roots' after school club on Wednesdays in St. Saviour's church hall. We read a bible
story and talk about it, sometimes we learn to sing some songs, play games, enjoy a
snack and a drink and there is a colouring or craft activity related to the theme. The
children are collected from the school playground and walk round into the church hall.
The club finishes at 4.30pm and is funded and supported by the members of St. Saviour's
church."
Harden Cricket Club
The cricket club is looking for new recruits for their Junior section. The ages can range
from All Stars which is 4-8 years or the following age groups. U9s / U11s or U13s - boys
and girls. Training for the older ones would be on a Monday evening 6-7:30 and the
smaller ones Friday nights same time. They have started their indoor net practice for the
U13s, these are on Monday evenings 6-7 at JMS in Keighley. Please contact Richard on
Tel. 07855 049 892 or email: dickie7@hotmail.co.uk

Local Holiday Clubs
Easter Hols Basketball Camp
Coach Gunn will be holding a Basketball Holiday Day Camp at Harden Primary School
this Easter holiday on Monday 15th April and also a day at Spring Bank on Wednesday 5 th
June. The times are 9am – 4pm and the cost is £15 for the day for HPS pupils and £20 for
non HPS pupils.
For more information you can visit ‘Coach Gunn Basketball’ on Facebook or alternatively
call him on tel. 07912 178917.
Wilsden Pals Holiday Club
Wilsden Primary School Holiday Club ‘Wilsden Pals’ is open to children in Reception to
Year 6. £30 per day from 8am – 5.30pm. Incl. breakfast and a snack tea. Children will
need a packed lunch for lunch. Half days available. Tel. 01535 272 263
Email: wilsden.office@focus-trust.co.uk
www.wilsdenprimary.co.uk/school-office/breakfast-club/

Cullinworth Scarecrows Holiday Club
Tel. 07528 905 383
Email. scarecrowsholidayclub@talktalk.net
Search on Facebook

