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OUR CURRICULUM 

Introduction 

We define ócurriculumô as the totality of a childôs experience at Harden Primary School, ensuring 
that they are secondary school ready with the right knowledge but also with the right skills for the 
next stage of their educational journey. The children are at the heart of our curriculum and it is 
underpinned by our ethos of: 
 

Believing in your abilities 
 

Achieving your goals  
 

Succeeding beyond expectations 
 

At Harden Primary School, we are committed to providing a curriculum that provides our children 
with knowledge and skills across all primary subjects, with the aim of ensuring pupils are ready for 
the next stage of their learning. We do this by ensuring that core learning is embedded throughout 
our curriculum, providing pupils with opportunities to practise and refine the skills they have been 
taught across a range of contexts.  
 

CURRICULUM INTENT 
 
At Harden Primary School, we value the uniqueness of each individual child, recognising and 
nurturing their potential for learning. Our aim, through our tailor-made curriculum, is to enable each 
child to fully participate in current and future society as a responsible, self-confident citizen. We use 
our local village community, and the surrounding areas to enhance and make learning purposeful. 

We believe that our curriculum offers a balance between understanding and using knowledge as 
well as developing and applying skills, leading to better understanding and progression for the 
pupils.  Our curriculum has been designed with the following principles: it is personalised around 
what our children need, maximising our locality; it is outward-facing, setting learning in local, 
national and global contexts wherever possible; it aims to celebrate diversity to emphasises unity 
and it is rooted in authenticity and context so that learning is relevant, purposeful and sequenced, 
because we want children to know certain things at certain points of their life. 

 
Core Learning 
 
Core learning is integral to the expectation of excellence that runs throughout our curriculum, 
ensuring that we demonstrate high standards to the children, and that they have high expectations 
of themselves. There is an emphasis on reading and writing throughout our curriculum, with maths 
being taught discretely, making cross-curricular links where appropriate. We ensure the 
effectiveness and demonstrate impact of our core learning through rigorous assessment in our 
cyclical benchmarking model. óHookô texts are used to engage children in their learning across the 
curriculum, giving all children access to high quality texts to promote a love of reading. 
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Life Skills 
 
Children at Harden leave school with the skills to support them with lifelong learning to ensure they 
can access wider opportunities in their future lives. Our children will be challenged, in an 
environment where they feel safe, and where any mistakes are viewed as part of their learning 
journey to build rig and determination to succeed. Our children are taught how to work in teams, 
where each team member is valued and has a role to play in order to achieve a collective goal. 
This enables them to develop excellent communication skills and provides our children with 
opportunities to explain and discuss their ideas, allowing them to become reflective and considerate 
learners.  This is achieved by providing a curriculum that motivates and inspires children, so that 
they have a thirst for learning, and an intrinsic desire to achieve their goals.   Character 
development, independence, collaboration and building resilience are key elements that our 
curriculum offers and combining this with developing the whole child in a structured approach to 
teaching well-being and mental health, we believe we are preparing our children for the wider world. 
 
Enrichment 
 
Our curriculum encompasses enrichment with the expectation that our children will work within, 
and be, active members of the community. This is embraced and encouraged by members of our 
governing body, local businesses and parents, who work with our staff to plan community projects 
and topical days. In doing this, we are creating future global citizens, who will be equipped for the 
challenges and opportunities of life, in a fast-changing and interdependent world. 
 

CURRICULUM DESIGN 

As part of the curriculum design, we have considered: 

¶ Developing sequential, progressive learning skills, where pupils know more 
and can do more, building on what they have been previously taught. 

 

¶ Local context of our school and its history, as well as forward facing to out 
future and enriching the lives of pupils and our community. 

 

¶ Considering depth, breadth and curriculum content, so that children have a 
rich understanding of our world. 

 

¶ Having a clear purpose for assessment, and the way in which that is used. 
 

¶ Listening to pupil's voice so that this feeds into the curriculum and the 
children learn about things that they are passionate about. 
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SEQUENCE OF LEARNING 

  
Step 1 - Starting with a 'Hook'! 

Most topics will begin with a special trip, visitor or activity which aims inspire and enthuse 
the children about the area which they will be learning about that term. 

 
This could involve a trip to a local museum or place of interest (pictured here is a Year 4 trip to 

the Leeds City Museum and then tomb discovery to óHookô into a History topic) or it could involve 
special workshops/ activities which take place in school. 

 
  

 
 

Step 2 ï Learning, research and skill development. 

The main part of the topic is taken up with the children acquiring the geographical or historical 
skills and knowledge needed to understand the key themes within the topic. Wherever possible 

this will involve children reading the facts and stories for themselves, exploring the topic and 
acquiring the skills, before being taught directly by the teacher. 

                        

 
Step 3 ï Learning óOutcomeô 

 
Towards the end of the topic, the children are provided with an opportunity to show that they have 

truly mastered the skills and knowledge covered by the topic and therefore the last sessions of 
every topic are focused around the children's outcome of learning. When they are finished, the 

topics conclude with a special ósharingô of learning afternoon where the children have to present 
their project to visiting parents and answer any questions. This hosts a variety of opportunities 

such as performance, exhibition, hands on workshops and assemblies. 
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CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT ï VISITORS, VISITS AND RESIDENTIALS 

At Harden, we provide a host of enrichment activities to enhance the learning of our pupils. We 

believe that children are motivated and eager to learn when their interest is captured and 

enrichment activities often spark that desire to learn. 

School trips are regular events, as are sporting fixtures and opportunities. Visits are always 

planned to support and further enhance learning. For example, children may visit the Zoo or 

wildlife park to compare different habitats and requirements. We also offer children the 

opportunity to go on two residential visits, during key stage 2 and these provide an extra 

opportunity to develop independence and be fully immersed in a new environment. For example, 

a residential trip to Whitby include staying in youth hostel, going on boat trips and exploring a 

harbour town and its history. 

We also regularly enjoy visitors in school. These may be people working within the community, 

such as police officers, or visitors such as authors and actors. Often parents with a particular skill 

will come into school and share their expertise. Children love to be outside and, where 

appropriate, we are providing opportunities for children to learn outdoors so that they can put their 

learning into context. In maths for example, measuring becomes real if measuring real life objects 

and distances. Where possible we make use of a wonderful local environment and will move 

learning to St Ives or take our cross country run through Goit Stock.  
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CULTURE CAPITAL DAYS 

Each half term, at Harden Primary school, we further enhance our curriculum further by having themed 

óTopic Daysô to immerse in an aspect or theme will further inspire our children. See the supporting 

documents for current and up to date themes for this year. 

Examples of previous days 
Theme Plan 

Word First Aid/ Mental Health Day 
CITIZENSHIP 

Considering different aspects of first aid as well 
mental health. 

BAME significant people 
TOLERANCE 

RESPONSIBILITY 
Race & Ethnicity 

 

R ï Dr Mae Jemison ï Engineer, Astronaut 
Y1 ï Mary Seacole - Nurse 

Y2 ï Bessie Coleman - Aviator 
Y3 ï Rosa Parks- Activist 

Y4 ï Martin Luther King ï Minister 
Y5 ï Marcus Rashford, Lewis Hamiltion, 

Anthony Joshua - Sportsmen 
Y6 ï Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, 

Janelle Monae- Mathematicians  

Global Dimensions 
RESPONSIBILITY 

17 Goals  
 

R ï 3 Good Health  Y1 ï 14 Life below water 
Y2 -  15 Life on land 

Y3 ï 13 climate action 
Y4 ï 2 Zero hunger   

Y5 ï Clean water or sanitation 
Y6 ï Gender equality 

Fairtrade week 
CULTURE 

 

R ï It is not fair  Y1 ï Breakfast 
Y2 ï Banana  Y3 ï Football 
Y4 ï Fairtrade tea & coffee 

Y5 ï Chocolate  Y6 ï Fairtrade fashion & cotton 

STEM Forensic science Day 
CITIZENSHIP/ SDP links 

 

Whole school crime day - Finger print 
Chromatography 

Blood science 

Anti-Bullying week 
TOLERANCE 

R ï Kindness   Y1 - Friendship 
Y2 - Random acts of kindness 

Y3 - Good friends and falling out 
Y4 - All different, all equal 

Y5 - Resolving conflict 
Y6 - Restorative Justice 

Parliamentary Week 
CITIZENSHIP 

Debates, petitions, campaigns 
Visits form MP, local mayor, local councillors 

Culture week 
CULTURE  

Musical themes and dancing 
Food technology and tasting 

Visitors daily to assembly 

Careers and Aspirations 
ASPIRATION 

 
 

During these two days each class will explore 
various career choices that will be enhanced by 
visits/ visitors to give first hand information. This 
will further enhance PSHE topics and provide  

The themes and focus of these days may change year on year, depending on the needs of the school and 

in response to any local or national events. We collate our Topic days into floor books that show all these 

additional enrichments. 
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GEOGRAPHY ï PURPOSE OF STUDY 

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the 

world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip 

pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources, natural and human environments, 

together with a deep understanding of the Earthôs key physical and human processes. As pupils 

progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding 

of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 

landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the 

frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earthôs features at different scales are shaped, 

interconnected and change over time. 

AIMS 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

¶ develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places ï both terrestrial and 

marine ï including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a 

geographical context for understanding the actions of processes. 

¶ understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the 

world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over 

time. 

 ¶ are competent in the geographical skills needed to: - collect, analyse and communicate with a 

range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of 

geographical processes - interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, 

diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) - communicate 

geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative 

skills and writing at length. 

GEOGRAPHY ï AT HARDEN 

At Harden Primary we believe that Geography helps to provoke and provide answers to questions 
about the natural and human aspects of our Harden, Bingley, the UK and the world. The geography 
curriculum is part of a progressive curriculum that enables us to learn about, and question the world 
around us. The questions used enable children develop a greater understanding and knowledge of 
the world, as well as their place in it. The geography curriculum at Harden begins with children 
looking at where they live in Bingley and then develops with children exploring the UK, within 
Europe and the wider world. Fieldwork supports each year group, children are provided with first-
hand experiences to inspire our pupils to have a curiosity and fascination about the world. 
 
Children at Harden Primary, leave school with the skills to support them with lifelong learning to 
ensure that can access wider opportunities in their future lives. In geography our children will be 
challenged to make connections and think about perspective in relation to different geographical 
concepts. They will develop an awareness of environmental issues and work as individuals or as 
part of the community to share this understanding. Having the opportunities to take part in 
community and fund-raising events.  



SKILLS PROGRESSION ï RECEPTION- YEAR 6 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3  Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Location 
Knowledge 

*Name and locate 
the place in which 
they live.  
*Name different 
places they have 
visited. 

 
 

*Name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of the 
four countries and 
capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas. 

*Name and locate 
the worldôs seven 
continents and five 
oceans. *Identify the 
position and 
significance of the 
Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle. 

*Locate the countries of 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) using 
maps and atlases. 
*Match some key landmarks 
to the country.   
Identify the position and 
significance of the Equator 
and the Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn.  
*Locate the Equator on a 
map and draw conclusions 
about the climates of 
countries on the Equator 
and on the tropics. *Analyse 
evidence and draw 
conclusions. * Consider 
physical and human features 
and draw conclusions. 
*Identify main trade and 
economy 

*Locate the worldôs 
countries using maps 
and atlases. Identify the 
main capital cities of 
Europe. *Name and 
locate cities of the 
United Kingdom. 
*Locate some of the 
worldôs longest rivers, 
largest deserts and 
highest mountains. 
*Identify the position and 
significance of the 
Northern and Southern 
Hemisphere. 

*Locate the main countries 
in Europe and North or 
South America, including 
locating and naming 
principles cities. *Locate 
and label counties, cities, 
mountains and rivers of 
the UK. *Compare land 
use maps of UK from the 
past and the present 
(history). *Compare two 
different regions in the UK 
(rural/ urban). *Identify the 
position and significance 
the Greenwich Meridian - 
link with time zones, night 
& day (science) 

*Use six figure grid references 
to identify countries and cities 
in the world, including different 
environmental regions such as 
the main mountain ranges and 
the longest river. *Select the 
most appropriate map for 
different purposes e.g. atlas to 
find a country but Google 
*Earth to find a village. Locate 
key physical and human 
characteristics. *Relate these 
to the features to the locality 
e.g. population sizes near 
tourist landmarks/rivers, 
transport links to mountains. 
*Identify position and 
significance of latitude and 
longitude using maps. 

 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3  Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Place 
Knowledge 

*Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences between 
Harden and other 
places. 

*Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a 
small area of the 
United Kingdom. 

*Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical 
geography of a 
small area of the 
United Kingdom and 
of a small area in a 
contrasting non-
European country 
e.g.  Use the Arctic 
as a comparison 

 *Locate the countries that 
the Amazon rainforest (or 
similar) traverses. 

*Ask questions about 
and find out what affects 
the climate of countries 
studied. *Make 
suggestions for the 
implications of global 
warming. *Use 
photographic evidence 
to raise questions about 
living conditions in areas 
studied. *Draw 
conclusions based on 
images and videos of 
places studied. *Identify 
main differences 
between the regions 
studied 

*Compare a region in the 
UK with [a region in North 
or South America] with 
significant differences and 
similarities. *Explain the 
climates of given countries 
in the world and relate this 
to knowledge of the 
hemispheres, the Equator 
and the Tropics *Locate 
largest urban areas on a 
map and use geographical 
symbols e.g. contours to 
identify flattest and hilliest 
areas of the continent. 
*Ask questions e.g. What 
is this landscape like? 
What is life like there? 
*Identify and explain 
different views of people 
including themselves 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *Reflect on the importance 
and value of the tourism 
industry in areas studied.. 
*Understand how both 
physical and human 
geography features may have 
changed over time 
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 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3  Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography 

*Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in Harden 
*Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to: - key physical 
features, including 
beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, 
soil, season and 
weather 

*Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the 
United Kingdom.  
*Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to: - key physical 
features, including 
beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, 
vegetation, season 
and weather 

*Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the 
location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South 
poles   
*Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to refer 
to: - key physical 
features, including 
beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley, 
vegetation, season 
and weather - key 
human features, 
including city, town, 
village, factory, farm, 
house, office port, 
harbour and shop 

*Ask, research and explain 
questions. *Relate land use 
and trade to settlements. 
Consider how land has 
changed. *Consider whether 
the change in land use has 
been for the better *Use the 
language of rivers e.g. 
erosion, deposition, 
transportation. *Explain & 
present the process of 
rivers. 

*Recognise the term 
physical geography 
*Describe and 
understand key physical 
geography features: of 
volcanoes & earthquake 
*Discuss how natural 
disasters affect human 
life *Describe and 
understand key human 
geography features:  
*Look at pictures and 
label diagrams of 
different historical 
settlements over time 
produce pictures and 
own geographical 
diagrams. *Ask and 
answer questions 
through own knowledge 
and self-conducted 
research, e.g. what 
resources were used, 
why were they used and 
compare 

*Recognise the term 
human geography 
*Describe and understand 
key physical geography 
features:  of coasts, rivers 
& the water cycle, 
including transpiration. 
*Compare how river use 
has changed over time 
and research the impact 
on trade in history. 
*Research and discuss 
how water affects the 
environment, settlement, 
environmental change and 
sustainability. *Describe 
and understand key 
human geography 
features:  of types of 
settlements in times 
studied, use maps, 
photographs and pictures 
to make comparisons 
contrast locations. 
*Discuss land use and 
draw conclusions for 
reasons of change based 
on human inhabitants and 
changing needs. Explain 
and present the 
differences studied. 
*Compare maps and aerial 
photographs of 
Harden/Bingley/Bradford 
local area, post war and 
present day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Explain the terms physical 
and human geography 
*Describe and understand key 
physical geography features:  
of mountains of the UK and 
those located across the world 
*Describe and understand key 
human geography features: 
*Make comparisons and 
reflect on the reasons for the 
differences. *Study population 
numbers throughout the 
course of World War Two and 
reflect on the reasons for 
changes *Study pictures of 
land use of places and times 
studied. *Draw conclusions 
and develop informed reasons 
for the changes in land use. 
Research and present Britainôs 
export trade. *Reflect on the 
impact trade has on an area 
and generate ideas for cause 
and effect. *Ask and answer 
the following geographical 
questions: What are our main 
export businesses? Which 
countries do we trade with 
most? What may be the 
reasons for this? Why do we 
need to import from 
elsewhere? Where does 
Britain lead industry? Where 
does it not? What conclusions 
can be drawn? *Identify trade 
links around the world based 
(including between the UK and 
Europe) on a few chosen 
items e.g. coffee, chocolate, 
bananas. *Discover where 
food comes from *Discuss and 
debate fair trade. Investigate 
the facts and join in a 
reasoned discussion. 
*Generate solutions and 
promote ethically sound trade 
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 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3  Year 4  Year 5 Year 6 

Geographical 
skills and 
fieldwork 

*Use world maps 
and globes to 
identify the United 
Kingdom. *Use 
simple directional 
language, e.g. on 
top, behind, next to  

*Use world maps, 
atlases and globes 
to identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries. *Use 
simple directional 
language, e.g. near 
and far, left and 
right. *Use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational skills 
to study the 
geography of the 
school grounds and 
key human and 
physical features of 
its surrounding 
environment 

*Use world maps, 
atlases and globes 
to identify the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as 
the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied. 
*Use simple 
compass directions 
(North, South, East 
and West) and 
locational to 
describe the location 
of features and 
routes on a map. 
*Use aerial 
photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human 
and physical 
features.  *Devise a 
simple map, using 
and constructing 
basic symbols in a 
key 

 *Use the eight points of a 
compass. Begin to 
understand some of the 
symbols used on maps and 
atlases. * Locate the main 
features of a map. *Make a 
map of the locality of Harden 
using appropriate symbols 
and landmarks. *Use data to 
make a comparison of 
weather in chosen areas. 
*Debate deforestation using 
conscience alley. 

 *Use maps, globes and 
digital/ computer 
mapping (Google maps) 
to locate countries and 
describe features 
studied. *Understand 
how geographical 
features are marked on 
a map, including tectonic 
plates. *Classify types of 
buildings on a map. 
*Use recognised 
symbols when using 
maps to mark local 
areas of interests. * 
*Choose effective 
recording and 
presentation methods, 
e.g. using tables to 
collect data. *Present 
data in an appropriate 
way using keys to make 
the data clear. *Draw 
conclusions from data. 

*Confidently use maps/ 
atlases, globes and 
Google Earth. *Use 
atlases/ maps to describe 
and locate places using 
four figure grid references, 
symbols and keys 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge of 
the UK. *Ask geographical 
questions e.g. How was 
the land used in the past? 
How has it changed? 
What made it change? 
How may it continue to 
change?  *Look for 
evidence of the past river/ 
water use   *Make 
observational field notes 
about land features. *Visit 
Whitby harbour side to 
locate and explain the 
main features. Take 
photographs to support 
findings, e.g. showing 
different transport used in 
the area today which 
would not have been used 
during Victorian times. 
*Study pictures of a in 
Victorian times and 
compare and contrast. 
*Select a method to 
present the differences in 
transport in the area 
today. *Record 
measurement of 
harbour/river width/ depth 

 *Look at maps/ atlases on 
different scales and calculate 
scales on own maps. *Use 
atlases/ maps to describe and 
locate places using six figure 
grid references, symbols and 
keys (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 
UK. *Collate data collected 
and record it using data 
handling software to produce 
graphs and charts of the 
results, i.e. Sainsburyôs 
chocolate sales. *Ask 
geographical questions e.g. 
Where is the chocolate 
distributed? Where is it 
imported from? Do different 
regions have greater demand 
for certain bars? Form and 
develop opinions e.g. What is 
your favourite chocolate? With 
the childrenôs help, design and 
carry out a survey of the views 
of people, e.g. What is your 
favourite chocolate bar? 
Carbon footprint?  *Report on 
the effects of environmental 
change on themselves and 
others. *Select methods for 
collecting, presenting and 
analysing data. Analyse 
evidence and draw 
conclusions. *Be aware of 
their responsibility in the world, 
i.e. carbon footprint, 
deforestation, sustainability 

 

 



WHAT DOES GEOGRAPHY AT HARDEN LOOK LIKE?  

           

           

            

    
 

Describing and recording the weather through role play. 

Consdering the impact of pollutionon the world. 

Comparing a South American location. 

Identifying Biomes across the world 

Map skills and location knowledge. 


