December News
Upcoming Dates
15th Dec – Year 4 Christmas Parent Event @ 9am
15th Dec – Year 5 Christmas Parent Event @ 2.15pm
16th Dec – Year 6 Christmas Parent Event @ 9am
16th Dec – Year 1 ‘Meet the Teacher’ Miss Stewart
16th Dec – Young Voices Choir to Woodbank
17th Dec – Christmas Party Day (Party Clothes)
17th Dec - Last day of term
~~~~
th
TUESDAY 4 Jan – First Day Back

Dear Parents/Carers,
It has been a busy term with many learning opportunities and fun activities taking place. We have
been so pleased to be able to welcome parents back into school to enjoy Parents Events and
most recently Reception and Key Stage one Nativities. I was so proud to see the children, some
of whom haven’t been in school for long, performing in front of a live audience in such an
accomplished way. All the Nativities were amazing to watch and enjoyed by many. This week
sees the return of Christmas Parent Events for Key Stage 2 parents, and we appreciate you all
complying with the restrictions we have had to put in place. This way we can still safely welcome
parents into school. We continually monitor and risk assess the ever-changing situation with
cases of Covid-19 and respond quickly with any adjustments.
It was wonderful to be able to take the golden ticket winners to Woodbank Garden Centres for an
ice cream, a look around the Christmas shop and then the pet shop. In Key Stage 2 children earn
raffle tickets for good work, being polite and demonstrating good learning behaviours. The
children with the most raffle tickets each week receive a golden ticket. Those children had worked
very hard to earn raffle tickets and then golden tickets to enable them to be entered into the
draw. Restrictions allowing, we will have the next draw at Easter and we look forward to taking
other children for a well-earned reward.
Let’s see what next term brings and hope for continued normality.
I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year and thank you all for your continued support.
Take care and stay safe.

Kirsty Hutchinson

Governor update
Hello, I hope everyone is keeping well, staying safe and looking forward to the
holidays. As things within school return to some form of ‘normal’ for the time being it
has been lovely to break with the norm of meetings over zoom and be able to meet
with my fellow governor’s face to face for the last couple of meetings.
As one of the governors responsible for the quality of education, through recent presentations from
teachers it has been really pleasing to see all the work that has gone into setting the tailor-made
curriculum at Harden to make sure every child has the right knowledge but also with the right skills
for the next stage of their educational journey.
The chair of governors and I have recently visited School to sit-in on some phonics lessons in
Reception and Year 1 and we had a few children from these classes read to us. As always, the
children were well-behaved, bright and excited to learn, but I was really struck with how much they
enjoyed their lessons and how confident they were with their reading. Teachers have really taken
to the new phonics system taught at school and it really showed during my visit.
Finally, it was such a pleasure to see one of the Key Stage 1 children’s nativity plays this week in
person. All the children acted and sung like stars, and I hope those who attended enjoyed it as
much as I did.
From all the Governing team, we wish all staff, children, and parents a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
Will

Reindeer Run – Update from the PTFA
All the children had an amazing time taking part in the PTFA Great
Reindeer Run. The children would like to thank all the PTFA volunteers
for their time and effort in organising such a fun event. They had great fun, take a look at the pics!
The PFA and school would like to thank all the parents/carers for entering their child into the race
and for collecting sponsorship money. This event has raised a huge £902.50 which will be put
towards upcoming exciting workshops in the new year.
The PTFA have already booked a Wonderdome experience for all the children to enjoy which will
be held in February (funded by the Halloween Disco and Virtual Balloon Race) and the proceeds
from the Reindeer Run will be used for Forest Day’s for each class in the summer term.

Christmas Dinner Day
Mellors Catering and School Staff served over 200 Christmas Dinners on Christmas Dinner Day
last week. The children looked fabulous in their Christmas Jumpers, T-shirts, Shirts and Dresses
and Mr Hogg looked impressive in his turkey hat too!
The atmosphere was electric as the children enjoyed eating their dinner whilst listening to
Christmas songs and chatting to their friends and being waited on by staff. They also had a good
old sing-a-long too!

Golden Ticket Winners
Here are the Golden Tickets winners enjoying their trip to Woodbank for an ice cream treat and
look around the Christmas shop! Archie’s name was pulled out of the hat too, he’s worked so hard
this term! Well done!

Reception update
Fun in the snow! Reception were so lucky to have some snow to explore last month, they had so
much fun! The children made snowmen, snowballs, and snow angels.

Being Creative – The children have recently been really engaged in junk modelling, arts and
crafts. They have explored different materials and how they can be manipulated to create different
models. The children have made some amazing creations by drawing and labelling their designs,
discussing what materials they will need, they then selected materials colours and textures

carefully before writing about their design including instructions for other children to follow. Finally,
Miss Roe would just like to say a huge well done to the children for completing their Nativity. They
all worked incredibly hard remembering their lines and put on a wonderful performance. We are so
proud of them!

Year 1 update
Year 1 have been working so hard this half term and they have also been amazing rehearsing
their Nativity called Prickly Hay. The children learnt all their songs, dance moves and lines and
everyone was so impressed. The live shows were last week, and they were fantastic and the
parents had a ball! Well done year 1.

Year 2 update
Year 2 were very excited to perform their nativity, ‘Rock around the Flock’ which was a musical
nativity that featured our very own dance choreography to ‘Rock Around the Clock’, every member
of the class learned lines, practised songs, and solos … we are all so proud of you. We hope all
the spectators had a lovely time too! Year 2 also loved the PTFA reindeer run, dashing through a
snowstorm, jumping obstacles, and having some all-round wintery fun!!

Year 2 have also been learning all about Bingley this half term in geography. They have linked this
with their artwork on sculptures, working together to create representations of some of the key
landmarks in Bingley. They used a variety of materials including card, paper and clay and then
applied their geographical knowledge of Bingley to produce a map and positioning the landmarks
in the correct places. Take a look at their fantastic models…

Year 3 update
The year 3 parent event was a great way to welcome in Christmas. There was a fantastic turnout
and the children really enjoyed the whole morning. The class opened up the morning with a
wonderfull rendition of Feliz Navidad, this was followed by a reindeer rap and then a short play.
The highlight of the morning was when the children had the opportunity to show their parents how
to perfect the art of quilling. It was lovely to see parents and children working together to create a
quilled Christmas card whilst enjoying a mince pie and listening to christmas music. Some of the
creations were very impressive. See for yourself.

Year 4 update
Year 4 have had a busy half term, they have been recording videos, creating power points, and
identifying trees to send to Horton Park which is all part of their School Linking Project.
This week they have recorded a song which will be used in the Older People’s Concert and will be
shown in several elderly settings around Bradford.
In science year 4 have enjoyed investigating electricity, making different circuits, and creating their
own working switches from different materials.

Year 5 update
For their topic hook year 5 followed a treasure map to find clues (these
included a river name anagram and a grid reference). Using the clues,
they had to locate the UK rivers and unscramble their names! They
were all successful and were rewarded with gold (chocolate coin!).
In Art, they have been studying the artist Henri Rousseau who is
famous for rainforest artwork. They sketched plants and animals and
investigated texture. For their final piece, they will create a rainforest
collage.

Year 6 update
As part of their science topic Year 6 have been learning about the eye and how we see things.
They have also been investigating how light travels and using this knowledge and understanding
to create to create mini puppet theatres using torches for light.
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